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NEWSLETTER, April 1976 


SPRING MEETING Mark your calendar for Sunday, May 2 and come to the Spring meeting of the Historical 
MAY 2, AT Society. An interesting program is being prepared honoring Senior Citizens. Mrs. Lee 
RILEY CENTER Hayes, Mr. Clifton Madison are on the committee with Jean Templeton, chairperson, to 

make arrangements. Mrs. Gay Heitlinger was appointed chairperson of the refreshment 
table. The place will be the Riley Cultural Center, Chicago and Kennedy avenues from 2 to 5 P.M. 


STATE HISTORI- Nashville, Brown County, Indiana, was selected for the Indiana State Historical Society 
CAL SOCIETY Workshop. Any member who can attend by taking his vacation there on April 23, 1976, 
WORKSHOP contact Dr. Lenzo, ECHS president, to be the Society’s representative. TheECHS is unable 

to finance a delegate, but it would be a capital idea for someone to go. We could use good 
ideas for operating our society here. A workshop is where one can get them. Besides, Brown County is as inter- 
esting in spring as in the fall. 


A reception will also be held at that time for Hubert Hawkins, director of the State His- 
torical Society for many years. Mr. Hawkins helped East Chicago’s group to organize and was here for our first 
meeting. He has promoted interest in Indiana history, stimulating many people into taking an active part in pre- 
serving it. 

ECHS EXHIBITS Members are invited to view the monthly historical exhibits at McDonald’s Restaurant on 
AT McDONALD’S Route 30. March was our month for setting up a display at this well-patronized eating 
RESTAURANT house. Ezelyn Johnston and Elaine Nicholls set up a display for the Society using Mrs. 

Nicholls’ collection of dolls representing all the ethnic groups represented in East Chicago, 
attired in the costumes of the countries from which their forebears came. Also featured were the 50th and 75th 
anniversary publications of many of East Chicago’s churches. 


ESSAYS OF E.C. Mrs. Mary Lou Vanderlaan of the Lake County Historical Society asked the board mem- 

PERSONALITIES bers to prepare short essays on historical personalities of East Chicago for broadcast on 

WANTED FOR radio programs over 104 FM. Any member of the Society who will recommend a person 

FM RADIO USE of interest in E.C. history is asked to send in a short essay about him or her. Send the 
essay to Dr. Anthony Lenzo, at Block Jr. High School, East Chicago. 


ANNUAL DINNER This bulletin is very late for announcing the officers elected at the 1975 annual dinner. 
MEETING FOR We list them below. But here it is — Spring! We have to think beyond the Spring meeting 
1976 — Oct. 9th to our annual dinner. It will be held on October 9 at the Elks’ Ballroom. Jean Templeton 
is chairperson of the event with Gay Heitlinger assisting. Other members of the committee 
on arrangements will be announced later. A good program is being planned. 
CONTRIBUTIONS _ The Society contributed $100 to the Lake Court House Foundation to swell the fund for 
TO LAKE COURT _ restoring the exterior of the “Grand Old Lady” of Crown Point — the historic Ccourt 
HOUSE FOUNDA-~ House which was deeded to the Foundation for preservation. The court suit for establish- 
TION FROM ECHS _ing ownership — “quiet title’’ — was resolved and the heirs of the Robinson family gave 
the Foundation a quit-claim, so that the Foundation is now free to go ahead with plans to 
convert the building to a museum and cultural center. There will be a children.s museum, vaults for storage of 
documents of historical and legal importance, a library, art galleries plus boutiques, restaurants and a theater. It 
should be a tourist attraction as well as a place of special interest for all Lake Countians. The Foundation has un- 
dertaken a campaign to raise funds. All members of the ECHS will be mailed information and invited to contri- 
bute. East Chicago’s representatives on the board of directors of the Foundation are John Krupa and Rose LeVan. 


1976 OFFICERS We tried to get it in the papers after the dinner last October but you may not have seen it. 
AND DIRECTORS Our coverage in the media is not very good. However, Irv Lewin (WJOB) always does very 
OF E.C.H.S. well by us, and we do appreciate his help. President is Dr. Anthony Lenzo; Ist Vice Presi- 

dent, Elaine Nicholls; 2nd Vice President, Clifton Madison; 3rd Vice President, Woodrow 
Rancifer; Secretary, Melvin Specter; Recording Secretary, Ezelyn Johnston; Associate Secretary, Edna Williams; 
Treasurer, Paul Zahara. Board members whos terms will expire in 1978 are: Mary Lou Hayes, Florence Murphy, 
Robert Pastrick, Eleanor Rex, Jean Tempeton and Paul Zahara. 


Staff members include Rose LeVan, historian; family and genealogy, Eleanor Rex; Oral 
history, Florence Murphy. Now that we’re discussing organization, we'll remind you that those who have not sent 
in their dues ($2.00 now) for 1976, please remember to do so. Paul Zahara is handy and visible at the First 
National Bank in East Chicago and will be happy to make out your membership wallet card in exchange. 


NEW ADDITIONS Mrs. Eleanor Rex, family history division, reports that several more genealogies have been 
TO ARCHIVES added to the Society’s files in recent months. She also asks that all members who live in 

East Chicago, or who have lived here fill in the family history forms available for that pur- 
pose. Mr. Rex will give help in preparing them if desired. Call her at 398-2073. We also broadcast a call to all 
organizations — industrial, commercial, social, ethnic, racial, religious, civic, service, philanthropic — to send in 
their organizational history if they have not already done so. Let each member of the Society be a committee of 
one to urge this in any group in which they may find themselves. They are all part of our history. 


BICENTENNIAL The Board approved of a project for the Society’s celebration of the nation’s birthday 


PROJECT FOR anniversary. It will be a book (paperback) bringing East Chicago up to date and taking a 
CELEBRATING peek at the future. EAST CHICAGO YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW will be 
BIRTH YEAR its title. We shall not be able to obtain the small grant expected from the National Endow- 


ment for the Humanities, but since this sum would have not covered the cost of publica- 
tion anyway, we shall depend entirely on advertising revenue to finance the work. Pictures of old East Chicago 
will be contrasted to pictures of the many improvements and changes which have been made since. Copy will 
recount the social and service changes which cannot be pictured. Rose LeVan was appointed editor with Margaret 
Jones assisting. President Lenzo will head the advertising staff. Dan Simon will work on the history and develop- 
ment of the schools. The committee will probably start actual work in June although letters of announcement, 
solicitation and requests for information will go out earlier in preparation. Any member having the urge to 
help with the work, please contact Dr. Lenzo. 


VALUABLE NEW Mrs. Gay Heitlinger, late of Maryland by way of St. Louis, Mo., now a citizen of East 
AIDE JOINS Chicago has joined the Society and is taking an active part in the work of our group. She 
E.C.H.S. will assist Jean Templeton with the annual dinner and will arrange for refreshments at the 

Spring meeting. For a newcomer, her enthusiasm for East Chicago is infectious, and her 
willingness to be involved is not only heartening but endearing. We extend thanks, Gay, and hope you'll find our 
welcome warm and hospitable. 


A BIT ABOUT “Tony” heads the Audio Visual Department for the E.C. school system. An oustanding 
OUR NEW citizen of the community for his work in civic organizations, he is also president of the 
PRESIDENT East Chicago Community Council, secretary of the board of directors for the Riley Cul- 


tural Association, chairman of the Communications Division for United Way. In addition 
he is listed in the International Dictionary of Biographies as an outstanding educator as well as in four other direc- 
tories. Recently he was designated as ‘‘Mr. Patriot” for his Americanism activities by the Indiana State Legislature. 
Tony became the father of a girl named Holly who just missed being a Bicentennial baby last December. For a 
while there he was walking the floor nights as required by new citizens with temperamental digestive systems. 
Holly has a brother and sister who were ahead of her in the Lenzo family. ‘‘Mom’”’ is fine, too. 


CUB SCOUTS Two cub scout troops heard Rose LeVan discourse on East Chicago history at the Baring 
INTERESTED IN Avenue library. The boys, ages 8-9, had a ball asking such a variety of questions it kept 
E.C. HISTORY Rose talking until the scout mothers had to break it up. It was stimulating to know the 


youngsters were so eager to know about the city’s ‘‘first’’ and how their grandfathers and 
rn fared when they were the same age here. 


JEAN TEMPLETON Jean visited a new continent in her record of world travels, returning the last week in 

AND HER SOUTH March. She stopped in all large cities and all countries, including the famous Macchu 

AMERICAN TOUR Picchu prehistoric ruins which have not been explained yet — who built those strange edi- 
fices and how. Jean has pictures of places and may show them with a travel talk. 


SALUTE TO Jean was one of a number of women of the Calumet area who were honored at a Bi-cen- 
WOMEN BY L.C. tennial luncheon celebrating the nation’s 200th birthday. The honorees were women of 
WOMEN’S COUNCIL of achievement in the Calumet area who have also contributed to the well-being of the 

community. Jean was honored for her work with the East Chicago Historical Society and 
for her years of civic service including the Hospital Auxiliary at St. Catherine. The souvenir program and pictures 
of E.C. honorees have been placed in the Society’s files so that present day women will not be forgotten as were 
the women of the Revolution. Congressman Ray Madden was there to note the Salute, too. 


MEMBERS INVITED Any member interested in the work of the Society is cordially invited to attend meetings 
TO ECHS of the board of directors. These meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month 
BOARD MEETINGS at 4:00 P.M. in the Grand Boulevard branch library at 136th and Grand Boulevard. 


CLASS REUNIONS The 50th anniversary for the Class of 1926 graduating from the Washington High School 

FOR TWO BOARD _ will have Jean Templeton and Vern Aldrin enthusiastically participating. The celebration 

MEMBERS will take place at Condes Restaurant in Whiting on June 26. Happy anniversary to both of 
you. Nothing so swift as Time when you’re looking back, eh? 


NOW DON’T FORGET — MAY 2nd WE EXPECT TO SEE YOU AT RILEY CENTER! 


They made it a Republic — if we can keep it. 
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